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Abstract: The death of two 

individuals in tandem or the 

suicide of the perpetrator after 

committing murder is defined as 

dyadic death. Though rarely seen, 

dyadic death is a tragic form of 

premeditated violence. The common 

agents used in such deaths 

include firearms, poisoning, 

hanging, drowning, etc., of which 

hanging and poisoning are 

considered as the preferred 

methods in India. The present 

case report is that of a family 

in which the father killed his 

two small children and tried to 

kill himself and his wife. It has 

been presented considering the 

uncommon occurrence of such cases 

in this part of the country as 

well as the heinous nature of 

crime and the uncommon weapon of 

offence used.  

Introduction: Dyadic deaths 

(homicide–suicide): a dramatic 

violent event in which an 

individual kills another and 

subsequently commits suicide 

immediately or after a certain 

period, ranging from hours to 1 

week.  Types - spousal/ 

consortium, familial, and extra-

familial with different sub-

classifications based on the 

motive of crime.1   Dyadic deaths 

are relatively rare when compared 

to separate incidences of 

homicide or suicide worldwide. 

The most common types of dyadic 

deaths involve the killing of 

intimate partners followed by 

killing family members, and 

perpetrators are mostly males .2 

Here, the case has been presented 

considering the uncommon 

occurrence of such cases in this 

part of the country as well as 

the heinous nature of the crime. 

Case Report: In the latter part 

of March 2022 in Imphal, Manipur 

(INDIA), a man killed his two 

sons, aged 4 years and 2 years, 

then assaulted his wife and 

attempted to commit suicide by 

cutting his own throat. At the 

scene of the crime i.e., at home, 

the husband, wife and children 

were lying on the floor in a pool 

of blood and the room door was 

locked from the inside.  The man 

and his wife were discovered in 

an unconscious state by neighbors 

and a blood-stained kitchen knife 

and hammer (Figure 1) were found 

near the hand of the man, while 

both the children were lying 

dead. No suicide note was found 

at the scene. Both husband and 

wife were taken to a nearby 

hospital. While recovering in the 

hospital, the man confessed to 

killing the children and 

assaulting his wife using a 

kitchen knife and hammer. The 

dead bodies of both children were 

brought for medicolegal 
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postmortem examination at our 

center. 

Postmortem Examination Findings:  

The first child was male, about 4 

years old. The body looks pale, 

postmortem staining was present 

at back, rigor mortis was 

developing, and dried blood 

stains were present on different 

parts of the body. The external 

injuries as follow. 

1. Lacerated wound of the scalp over 

the left parietal region rounded 

in shape, situated 1 cm from the 

midline and 106cm above the heel, 

2.5 cm x 3cm, brain depth with 

irregular margins associated with 

depressed open comminuted 

fractures of skull bones (Figure 

2).  

2. Lacerated wound of the scalp over 

the left frontal region, round in 

shape situated 1 cm from the 

midline, 101cm above the heel, 

3.4cm x 3 cm, brain depth, with 

red irregular margins, associated 

with depressed open comminuted 

fractures of skull bones ( Figure 

3). 

3. Incised wound 3cmx 0.2cm x muscle 

depth, over the front of the 

neck, 3cm from the midline, 88cm 

above the heel and red in color.    

Incised wound 1.5cmx 0.2cm x skin 

depth, over the upper chest, 

2.5cm right to the midline, 73cm 

above the heel, red in color ( 

Figure 4). 

4. i) Wedge shape stab wound, 3.5cm 

x 0.2cm x cavity depth, obliquely 

placed over the right side of the 

back, the blunt medial edge was 

2.8cm from the midline and the 

sharp lateral edge 3.5cm from the 

midline, 70 cm above the heel, 

red in color. (Figure5).   

   ii) stab wound 1.6cm x 0.2cmx 

skin depth, over the left side of 

the back, 7.5cm left to the 

midline, 75cm above the heel, red 

in color (Figure5).  

5. In the skull, depressed open 

comminuted fractures of the 

frontal and left parietal bones 

radiate as multiple fissure 

fractures to both parietal and 

left temporal bones. Brain 

lacerated and contused both 

parietal and frontal bones 

(Figure 6). 

The second child was also a male, 

aged around 2 years old.  The 

body appears pale, bilateral 

conjunctiva appears pale, 

postmortem staining is present on 

the back and fixed, rigor mortis 

developing. Dried blood stains on 

different parts of the body.  

The external injuries are  

1. Incised wound, 4cmx 0.2cmx muscle 

depth , transversely placed over 

the front of the neck, across the 

midline, 60 cm above the heel, 

with sharp margins and tailing of 

the wound on the left side red in 

color ( Figure 7).  
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2. i) stab wound, 4cm x 0.2cm, 

obliquely placed over the left 

side of the upper abdomen, the 

medial end 2cm from the midline, 

and the lateral end, 3.5cm from 

the midline, 48cm above the heel, 

wedge shape with a sharp acute 

edge on the lateral end and blunt 

medial edge, directed 

inferomedial cutting through the 

abdominal wall into the cavity 

with evisceration, of the 

intestines, red in color( Figure 

8). 

 ii) Stab wound 5cmx 0.2cm 

obliquely placed over the left 

side of the umbilicus, the medial 

end 0.5cm from the midline and 

the lateral end 2.5cm from the 

midline, 38cm above the heel, 

wedge-shaped with a sharp acute 

edge on the lateral end and a 

blunt medial edge, directed 

inferomedial cutting through the 

abdominal wall into the cavity 

with evisceration of the 

intestines, red in color(Figure 

8). 

Discussion: Dyadic death episodes 

are reported from various parts 

of India and the demographic 

characteristics of perpetrators 

and victims are the same 

throughout the country, as 

observed in various reports. 

Extra familial incidents are rare 

and in the majority of the cases, 

the offenders were males, mostly 

from a low socio-economic class, 

and less educated.3 In our case 

too, the perpetrator was 

uneducated and belonged to a 

lower socioeconomic stratum.  In 

developed countries, the use of 

firearms is a common method of 

homicide in dyadic deaths.4 

Deliberate neglect, throat 

splitting, starvation, smothering 

and drowning are common methods 

of killing a child. Moreover, in 

a patriarchal society like ours, 

a female child is more vulnerable 

to such violence. Interestingly, 

in our case, both the victims 

were small male children and an 

unusual combination of weapons of 

offence were used i.e., sharp as 

well as blunt weapons were used 

by the assailant for the gruesome 

murder. 

Shooting (80.4%), sharp 

weapons (11%), hanging (6%), 

poisoning (4%), falls (3%), burns 

(1%), and vehicular accidents are 

methods of suicide in 

perpetrators.3 In this case, the 

perpetrator attempted suicide by 

using a sharp weapon (kitchen 

knife), which is a common 

phenomenon in dyadic deaths.  The 

causative factors are 

multidimensional for dyadic 

episodes and established 

breakdown in a relationship 

(46%), mental illness (21%), 

physical ill health (11%) and 
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financial stress (10%) are 

important reasons for homicide-

suicide.5  In our case, there was 

marital discord between the man 

and his wife, and he feared that 

his wife would leave him, so he 

took up the drastic step of 

committing such a heinous crime. 

Further, precipitating factors in 

dyadic deaths include prevailing 

circumstances and constant 

stress, which possibly end in 

tragedy.6 

Conclusion: Dyadic deaths are 

uncommon and have been reported 

as stray incidents. In a 

patriarchal society, the killing 

of female children is reported 

from time to time. The unusual 

aspect of the case is that both 

the victims were very small male 

children brutally murdered by 

their own father using a 

combination of lethal weapons. 

The heinous nature of the crime 

observed, in this case, is a 

rarity and is worth reporting.  
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Figures: IJMJ-2023-14 

 
Figure 1.  Showing blood stained  kitchen knife  and hammer  

  
Figure 2. Depressed open comminuted fractures of skull bones     

Figure 3. Lacerated wound of the scalp over the left frontal region 

  
Figure 4. Incised wound over the front of the neck          

Figure 5. Wedge shape stab wound over the right and left back of the body 
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Figure 6. depressed open comminuted fractures of the frontal and left 

parietal bones 

   
Figure 7. Incised wound, transversely placed over the front of the neck  

Figure 8. Stab wound over the abdomen, evisceration of the intestines. 

 


